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Commitment to  
Community

Community Grants
CVGT takes great pride in its support of community projects 
through the CVGT community grants program. 

The grants are open throughout March each year and in 2018 
we were able to support 19 groups in making our communities 
better. 
This year’s recipients were:
• Police Citizens Youth Clubs Ltd. (NSW) 
• Punchin Parkos Vic (Westmeadows) 
• Albury/Wodonga Restart 
• Leeton Community Care Inc 
• Bendigo Dragons Abreast 
• Bushfire Foundation Inc (Bendigo) 
• Hispanos Unidos de Vic Inc (Ironbark, Myers Flat & Bendigo)

Delivering positive economic and social benefits to the community is at the heart of what CVGT does.
We have been growing for more than 30 years and have a real commitment to supporting the towns and cities where we operate.  
We do this by:
• Offering annual community grants for projects and activities that benefit the areas where we operate
• Partnering with schools, sporting and other community organisations through our corporate sponsorship program
• Providing awards that celebrate the best and brightest apprentices in our communities
• Providing scholarships to apprentices as a pathway to trade excellence.

• Heathcote Primary School
• Muslim Professional Association (West Melbourne) 
• Bendigo Fashion Festival Inc
• ACON Health Ltd (Albury)
• Harry Little Memorial Pre-school (Bendigo)
• Echuca Football/Netball Club
• Maldon Pony Club Inc 
• Tallangatta Cricket Club 
• Yarrawonga Mulwala Basketball Association
• Kangaroo Flat Primary School 
• Maribyrnong Park Football Club
• Sandhurst Marist Dockers

•  Choices Voices.

Community grant recipients were invited to 
a presentation afternoon tea in June.
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2018 CVGT/Be.Bendigo Leadership Lunch 
with Dylan Alcott OAM 

As part of our corporate sponsorship program, CVGT partnered 
with Be.Bendigo in March for the 2018 Leadership Lunch – a 
flagship event on the Bendigo business calendar.

Attendees were treated to a fantastic presentation from Dylan 
Alcott who took attendees behind the scenes of his journey and 
what it takes to achieve success through sheer determination, focus 
and clear direction.

Dylan was left a paraplegic after a tumour surrounded his spinal 
cord as an infant. He never let his disability hold him back as he is 
now one of Australia’s most decorated athletes.

He spoke about his Paralympics gold medal success with the 
Australian wheelchair basketball team, and his switch to wheelchair 
tennis where he went on to win gold in both the singles and 
doubles at the 2016 Rio Paralympics, as well as four straight 
Australian Open titles.  

Dylan’s achievements have gone further than the sporting field 
with him receiving the Order of Australia medal at the age of 18, 
studying commerce at Melbourne University, fulfilling his role as 
the ambassador for Variety,  The Starlight Foundation and OCS 
Group Australia. Most recently Dylan co-founded Get Skilled 
Access - a training provider giving major business and government 
greater understanding of the challenges facing people with 
disabilities.

Dylan is a positive role model for more than four million 
Australians living with a disability and urged all businesses at 
the lunch to do their part in giving them greater access to 
employment – an idea he hopes will lead to change  
within Australia.

Commitment to Community  continued

CVGT Chairman Graham Fountain &  
CEO Paul Green with Dylan Alcott
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Corporate Sponsorship

We are proud to be a part of the communities where we 
operate through our corporate sponsorship program. It’s our way 
to build relationships and say thanks for supporting us.

CVGT provides corporate sponsorship to support a range of 
groups and activities including:
• Sporting Clubs
• Community Groups
• Charitable Organisations
• Awards, Presentations & Scholarships
• Environmental Projects
• Schools
• Service Clubs

• Events

Commitment to Community  continued

The John Balsillie Award

The John Balsillie Award is an annual award to commemorate 
excellence in engineering. John was a retired CVGT director, who 
was presented with an MBE in 1969. He served as a Major in the 
Australian Armed Services and was a former Mayor of Bendigo. The 
John Balsillie Award is available to any CVGT engineering apprentice 
of any year level who displays a high level of skill, initiative and 
dedication to their trade.

John sadly passed away in October 2017. Out of respect for John 
and his family, the award was not presented in November 2017 but 
will be reinstated in 2018.

CVGT have provided financial and other support to help the Bendigo  
Dockers football team - a team of 27 players with intellectual disabilities.

This year’s recipients were:

• Be.Bendigo

• Imagine the Possibilities, 
Echuca/Moama

• Echuca Mini Marathon

• Firefighters Charity Fund 
Melbourne

• Bendigo Futsal Team

• Castlemaine Secondary 
College

• Bendigo Senior Secondary 
College

• Wagga Futsal Team

• Eaglehawk Secondary College

• Maryborough Secondary 
College

• Kilmore Racing Club & 
Agriculture Show

• Bendigo East Swimming Club

• McGuire College  Shepparton

• Griffith Leeton Centre - 
International Day of People 
with Disability

•  Weeroona College

• Bendigo Sports Star Awards

• Mowbray Golf Club - 
Launceston

• Mark Soyer, Paralympian

• Gaelic Football Carnival

• Bendigo Table Tennis 
Association

• Griffith Black & Whites

• Mooroopna Football Netball 
Club

• Bendigo Thunder Womens’ 
Football Club

• Bendigo Dockers Football 
Team

• Rumbalara Football  
Netball Club

• Elimatta Youth Fun Run

• Luke David, Powerchair 
Hockey World Championships

• Mt Annan High School.
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Commitment to Community continued

Matthew Baldock Memorial Award

CVGTs annual apprenticeship award, The Matthew Baldock 
Memorial Award recognises excellence in our plumbing 
apprentices.

In May 2000, Matthew, a CVGT plumbing apprentice sadly 
passed away as a result of illness. In honour of Matthew, CVGT 
gives special recognition to a plumbing apprentice that has 
displayed high levels of achievement and dedication during their 
apprenticeship.

The winner of the Matthew Baldock Memorial Award was 
Charles Cottrell, a fourth year apprentice plumber hosted by 
Specific Refrigeration Mechanical Services. 

After a few false starts, Charles recommenced his plumbing 
apprenticeship with CVGT as a second year apprentice and 
was successful with a placement on the new Bendigo hospital 
construction site. At the conclusion of the hospital contract, 
Charles transferred to a new host employer, Specific Refrigeration 
based in Melbourne. Charles has demonstrated great resilience, 
he is a quick learner and his friendly nature and great leadership 
skills means that less experienced workers will seek support and 
advice from him. His results at trade school are impressive, and 
after demonstrating competency across all disciplines, he is set for 
early completion.

CVGT Chairman Graham Fountain, Director Liz Corbett & CEO 
Paul Green with Charles Cottrell.


